25X1 


Ne 


4 


ie” * 4 D 
_ Approved For Releaggy2004/01/15 : CIA- RDP80T00294A001G, WME! F 
ss: Sin late Hane crower es ae SIGNAL aida USE ONLY hd duets LS 
AGE col ACP 06° TPE MRO oct TRI PAGE OF PAGES 
se aoe eons ee, “sedis. YE 


f _ CLASSIFICATION 


ECRET 


FOLLOWING ARE EXCERPTS FROM INTEPAGENCY INMELLIGENCE MEMORANDUM 


MLEBANON-AT THE CROSSROADS. 13 OCT V4753 AND TUO NTD ARTICLES | 


: {DEC & AND 9} WHICH SUMMARIZE THE SITUATION IN LEBANON. 


BACKGROUND T¢ THE CRISIS: 


de THE SPIRALLING CYCLE OF VIOLENCE THAT HAS ROCKED LCSANDH 
SINCE LAST SPRING HAS THROWN THE COUNTRY'S DELICATO POMBLITICAL 
SYSTEM SERTOLSLY OUT OF BALANCE AND HAS BROUGHT LEBANON THE NEAREST 
IT HAS BEEN TO NATIONAL COLLAOSE. IF THE NEWLY CONSTITUTED "Commiy- - 
TEE FOR A NATYONAL DIALOGUE" “HEALS SOON TQ RECONCILE SOME OF Tha 
COMPETING DEMANDS OF MUSLINS AND CHRISTIANS. THE SIMUATION ZS LIKELY 


| TO DISINTEGRATE INTO EVEN NORD WIDESPREAD VIOLENCE. AN ALL@CUT 

| CIVIL WAR G5 & DISTINCT POSSI3ILITY IN AN ARENA WHORE AN THCREASING- | 
a LY HIGHER PERCENTABE OF THE POBULATION IS HEAVILY aRMED, Aria BMGRERS - 
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EXTREMIST POLITICIANS ON BOTH STDES APPEAR BENT ON PURSUING THEIR 

“PUN INTERESTS, EVEN AT THE COST OF FURTHER INFLAMING COMMUNAL (PAS- 
SIONS. PROLONGED FIGHTING WOULD CARRY A HIGH RISK OF MILITARY INTER- 

VENTION BY SYRIA AND ISRAEL AND THE POSSIBLE DISMEMBERMENT OF | 

3 LEBANON. | 

: @. THERE IS LITTLE CHANCE THAT LEBANON*S POLZTICAL SYSTEM CAR 


SURVIVE IF IT REMAINS UNALTERED. THE NEED FOR FUNDAMENTAL CHANBES 


IN THE 2943 NATIONAL COVENANT, WHICH PROVIDES FOR THE DISTRIBUTION 
OF POLITICAL POSTS ON THE RASIS OF WHAT BY NOW IS THE FICTION OF A 


CHRISTIAN MAJORITY IN THE COUNTRY» IS THE CENTRAL XSSUE IN THE 


CRISES. WHETHER TRE COUNTRY DRIFTS- INTO CHAOS NOW DEPENDS PRIMBARILY 
. ON SOME IMMEDTATE CONCESSIONS BY THE CONSERVATIVE CHRISTIAN LEADER 

| SHIP TO THE MODERATE MUSLIMS” REQUIREMENTS FOR GREATER POLITICAL 
POWER AND A SCALING DOWN OF LEFTIST REFORM PBRPOSALS. 

32 d- THE BALANCING OF CONFESSIONAL GROUP INTERESTS AND THE CON- 
TAINMENT OF ALL CONFLICTS BETWEEN NUSLIMS AND CHRISTIANS HAS ALWAYS 
BEEN THE CENTRAL THEME OF THE LEBANESE POLITICAL. LEBANON. 


| WHICH WARS CARVED OUT OF GREATER SYRTA BURING THE FRENCH MANDATE 


PROCESS. 
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FOLCOWMOGTWEE FIRST WORLD WAR. EMERGED AS’ AN THDEPENDENT STATE IN 


RELIGIOUS SECTS. AT ITS INCE TION, HOWEVER. CHRISTIANS AND MUSLIMS 
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L5@43 WITH BUILT@IN TENSION BITWEEN THE MEMBERS OF ITS SEVEN MAJOR 


ALIKE ACCEPTED A POWER SHARING PRINCIPLE EMBARACED IN THE SO-CALLED 
NATIONAL COVENANT OF 1943. MARONITE CHRISTIANS AND SUNNI MUSLITNS, 
AS THE MOST NUMEROUS GROUPINGS. DOMINATED POLITICAL LIFE ROAMNE 
 BENMRAND THE CONVENANT APPORTIONED POSITIONS INTHE GOVERNNENT TO 
“THESE AND OTHER SECTS ON THE 3ASIS OF THEIR NUMBERS IN THE 2932 


CANSUS. BECASHE THAT SENSUS, THE LAST TAKEN IN LEBANON. SHOWBD A 


! SLEGHT CHRESTIAN MAJORITY: THE PRESIDENCY WENT TO A MARONITE AND 
THE PREMIERSHIP TO A BSUNNT. THE THIRD LARGESWEEETT, THE SHIA 
MUSLINS. WERE AWARDED WITH SPEAKERSHIP OF THE SINGLE-CHAMBER PARLI- 
AMENT. {NOTES THE COVENANT ALSO PROVIDED THAT THERE SHOULD HE A 
RATION OF SIX CHRISTIZNS TO EVERY FIVE NON-CHRISTIANS IN Thk CHAMBER 


OF DEPUTMIES? EACH OF THE OTHER SECTS HAD THEIR DISTINCT AND RECOS- 


NIZED ROLE IN THE CABINET AND THROUGHOUT THE GOVERNMENT. 
Ye THE SYSTEM UORKED LARGELY BECAUSE LEB@NON'S FIRST GENERATION 
LEADERS FOR THE MOST PART RECOGNIZED THAT ANY ATTEMPT AT FUNDAMENTAL 
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CHANGE WOULD THREATEN THE VERY STRUCTURE OF THE STATES THE pdurRo 

| SHARING PRINCIPLE RESULTED IN A MUTMHALLY BNDERSTOOD EQUILTARIUN BE- 
TWEEN RELIGIOUS GROUPS NO SENSIBLE POLITICEAN CONTEMPLATED UPSETTING 
THE BALANCE BECAUSE IT WOULD ARRAY NEARLY ‘ALL OTHER POLITECAL LEADERS 
: AGAINST HIM. THE PRESIDENT. TLECTED BY THE LEGISLATURE. ENUORED 
BROADER AUTHORITY THAN THE PRIME MINISTER, 3UT CHRISTIAN PRESIDENTS 

_ CONSISTENTLY ADOPTED POLICXES OF CONCILIATION AND COMPROMISE IN 

OBBRR TO AVOID A DECISIVE CONFRONTATION WITH THE MUSLIMS. THTS 


PRECTICE WAS DISREGARDED IN 2958 WHEN THE INCUMBENT PRESIDENT UNCON- | 


STITUTIONALLY ATTEMPTED TO SERVE ANOTHER TERM OF- OFFICE AND THE RESO. 

| RESULT YAS SERIOUS MUSLIMPCHRISTIAN FIGHTING. STABILITY RETURNED 
ONLY YHEN A NEW PRESIDENT WAS ELECTED BY CONSTITUTIONAL MEABS AT) | 
THE END OF THE INCUNBENT'S TEAM OF OFFICE. : | 
Se THE SYSTEM WORKED For A VARIETY OF OTHER ERASONS. PARTISAN 
OF TEN PETTY, DISPUTES AND QUARRELS WERE A CONSTANT FEATURE oF . | i 
LEBANONESE POLITICS BUT THE VARIOUS TRADITIONAL LEADERS WERE ABLE 


THE MUSLIMS WERE DIVIDED AND “ENDED To SUPPORT CONTENDING CHRISTIANS 
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_FACTIONS BECAUSE OF IDEOLOGICAL OR GEOGRAPHIC AFFINITY OR IN@HEHE 
HOPE OF SHARING THE SPOILS. LEZANON'S FLOURISHING LALSSEXZFATRE | 
ECONOMY WAS ABLE TO GENERATE CONSIDERABLE REVENUE FOR A SMALL CO@NTRY 


| | AND TRADITIONAL TIES OF FAMILY AND RELIGION COMPENSATED FOR THE | 
«FAILURE OF THE CENTRAL GOVERNMEAT TO COPE WITH SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC 
 BROBLENS. 


be LEBANON'S TRADITIONAL CHRISTIAN AND MUSLIM LEADERS. IN FACT. 


OFTEN APPEARED TO COOPERATE TH SESIST PRESSURE FOR CREATION OF A 
STRONG CENTRAL GOVERNMENT IN ORDER TO PRESERVE THEIR INDIVIDUAL 
POWER. THE NATIIORN 


« LEADERS. WhO DERIVE THEIR STRENGTH FROM THEIR 

_ 7 DOMINANT POLITICAL POSITIONS IN THEIR RELIGIOUS COMMUNTTEBS. ARE IN 

: | CFFECT ALSO LOCAL BOSSES AND CLEAN CHIEFTAINS+ AND THE DISTRIBUTION 

| 3 OF MATERIAL BENEFITS AND POLITICAL PERQUISITES ARE LARGELY CHANNELED | 
| THROUGH THEM RATHER THAN THESSTATE. THUS+ THE ASSENCE OF A STRONG | : 
\ STATE MECHANISM ENSURED THE CONTINUED DOMINANCE OF POWERFUL CHRISTIANS 
é AND MUSLIM BOSSES WHETHER THEY sERE IN OR OUT OF THE BABINET AND THE | 


' 


LEADERS OF THE MAJOR COMMUNITIES DERIVED MUTUAL BENEFIT FROM THE BAS~ | 


| 4 TC IMMOBILISM HN THE TRADITIONAL LEBANESE SYSTEM. | | 
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| WAS THAT BOTH CHRISTIAN AND MUSLIM LEADERS TENDED TOV@EMU LEBANON | 


| RHE ARAB WORLD. LEBANON'S ELECTIONS HAVE BEEN RELATIVELY FREE. ITS | 
— ORESS GENERALLY UNFETYEREDs AND: WITH THE EXCEPTION GF THE 1953 
CIVIL WARs POWER HAS BEEN TRANSBERRED PEACEFULLY FROM ONE ADMINIS TRAX 


_ MPRROGRSSSIVE" ARAB STATES. BUT NOT AT THE EXPENSE OF LEBANON'S : 
INDEPENDENCE. FOR THEIR PART CHRISTIANM® LEADERS HAVE VIEWED LEBAQMN 
AS A BRIDGE BETUEEN THE WEST AND THE ARAB EAST. | ! 


| ONS EXPERIENCE AND THE NECESSITY FOR CONTINUED COMPROMBSE TO PER- 
| SERVE ITS DELICATE POLITICAL AND RELIGIOUS BALANCE. HOWEVER, EEBANON "Ss 
! (WUSLIM AND CHRISTIAN LEADERS HAVE IN RECENT REARS BEEN UNABLE TO 

| ARREST A GRADUAL DREIFT INTO POLITICAL CRISIS THE CLEARLY THREATENED 
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"2. A FINAL POTN? OPERATING IN FAVOR OF THE TRADITEONAL SYSTEM 


AS A UNTQUE STATE WITH A CHARACTER DISTINCT EROM ITS NEIGHBORS IN | 


TION TO ANOTHER. ARAB NATIONALISM HAS OBVIOUSLY BEEN A COMPLICATING 


i 
| 


PACTOR AND+s ON THE WHOLE. GUSLIM LEADERS HAVE SUPPORTED THE 


&- DISPITE THEIR SHARED PERCEPTIONS OF THE UNI@UENESS OF LEBAN- 


i 


THE VIABILITY OF THE TRADITIONAL SYSTEM. | | 
G. THE UNDERPINNING OF THE TRADI@HONAL SYSTEM WAS THE S4KRERAMES | 
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15| 


_SILLINGNESS OF KEY ELEMENTS @N LEBANESE SOCTERTY To ACCEPT THE 


RTGEUS 2U0. OVER THE PAST SEVERAL YEARS. HOWEVER. THE MUSLIMS AND 
LEFTISTS HAVE SHOWN INCREASED READINESS To ALTER THE CHRISTIAN 


DOMINANCE IN THE POLITICAL SYSTEM. THE RELUCTANCE OF THE CENTRAL 


| SOVERNMENT TO INITIATE SOCIAL AXD ECONOMIC REFORMS HAS BEEN MORE 


! HIDELY CHALLENBED. AND THE VARICUS CONTENDING PARTIES HAVE BEEN 


| MORE BDISPOSED TO RESORT TO VIOLENCE RATHER THAN TRADIOBONAL FORMS 


(OF POWER BROKERING. 


10. THE BASIC CMUSE OF T=IS DISCONTENT IS THA™ SIMEEL1%43 
THE MUSLIN POBULATION HAS GROWN AT A FASTER RATE THAN THE CHRISTIAN 


| AND IS NOW IN THE MAJORITY. NEVERTHELESS. POLITICAL POWER AND ECON- 


| OMIC WEALTH HAVE NOT BEEN REDISTRIBUTED TO REFLECT THE NEW RATION. 


| MUSLIN PRESSURE TO ALTER THE POLITICAL STRUCTURE TO REFLECT THEIR 


: ENCREASSD NUMBERS HAS BEEN BLILEING FOR SOME. -TIMe AND -HAS BEEN BEB - 


FUELEEG3Y A VARIETY OF LEFTIST AGITATORS BENT ON SECURING A RADICAL- 
LZEDs MUSLIM-DOMINETED GOVERNMENT FOR LEBANON. THE ZSSUE. HOWEVER, 
JAS FINALLY JOTNED WITH THE APPOINTMENT OF RASHID KARANI + A POWERFUL 
SUNNI AUSLIM LEADER FROM TRIPOLI. AS PRIME MINISTER LAST JULY. ana 
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CARAMIs AN OLD ESTABLISHMENT POLITICIAN, PUBLTCALLY ANNOUNCED THAT ite 
CONSIDERED HIMSELF A CANDEDATE FOR THE PRESIDENCY. AN OBVEOUS ALTER> | 
ATION IN THE NATIONAL CONVENANT. VARIATIONS ON THE THEME OF ALTER- 
ING THE COVENANT HAVE BECN ECHOED BY SHIA MUSLIM LEADER TMAN SUSA 
WSADR. ALTHOUGH THESE LEADERS VARY IN THE EXTENT TO WHICH THEY WOUL? 
ALTER THE CONSTITUTION, THE IMPORTANCE OF THEIR CHALLENGE IS THAT T | 
THEY ARE TRADITIONALIST LEADERS WHIP COLLECTIVELY REPRESENT THE POP- | 

ULAR NON“CHRISTIAN MAJORTTY AND WHO APPEAR NO LONGER WILLING OR ABLE 

TO ACCEPT A COMPROMISE SHORT OF SOME ADUUSTMCNTS THAT OULD AT LEAST 

| GIVE THE MUSLIMS PARITY IN PCWES-SHARING WITH THE CHRISTIANS. GIVEN, 

| THE DEMOGRAPHIC REALITY IN LEBANON AND THE EXTENT OF MUSLIM DISSAT- 
[SFACTION, THEIR CHANNENGE M@M CAN NOT BE TURNED BACK. 

| Ll» MUSLIM AGITATION FOR INCREASED POLITICAL POWER BUSS BEEN 

FUELED SY GMMWING DISCONTENT WITH THE RELUCTANCE OF BEBANON'S TRAD- | - 

-y IVIONAL POLITICIANS TO CONE TO GRIPS WITH PRESSING ISSUES OF SOCIAL | 


3 AND ECONOMIC REFORM. DEMANDS FOR REFORM CENTER ON AZD TO BEPRESSED | 
2 RURAL AREAS» SUBSIDBIZED HOUSING. UNEMPLOYNENT AND WELFARE BENEFITS 
 & IMRROVABRRTS TN EDUCATIONAL AND HEALTH FACILITIES, AND CONTROLS ON 


“DATE: | 
ORIG: | 
UNIT: } 
EXT: 
! | 
| 
: RELEASING OFFICER ‘ COORDINATING OFFICERS AUTHENTICATING OFFICER : 

“CLASSIFICATION ~~ REPRODUCTION BY OTHER THAN THE ISSUING OFFICE IS PROHIBITED 2 IMPDET 

CL BY: 
FORM 12F Approved For Release 2004/01/15 : CIA-RDP80T00294A001200080005-9 


“OUT ESSAGE 
‘Spproves ING ME SSAGE CIA- roman MSBP, 
vl iets hee - son SIGNAL CENTER USE ONLY as ke 7 ag 


‘ AGE col ACP TOG” TPE MRO bel PAGE OF PAGES 
ee oe eae - Pers er ee 5 visite ik, sg. Sys 
Spm oO 0 ere meee mere Maree 


CLASSIFICATION 


ety Siete, async cst m ois om dole aneiemes wreMieten aeee™ ven ens : 
pe SPECTNG DESIOWE RS Se eentees (2 — esate aes atid ofa aaete Sas [25X14 


| oN BASIC PRICES. SHIA MUSLIFS ee er ee ee 
| DAKESTINIAN FIGHTING AMDD ANOTHER SERIOUS PROBLEM TO THE VELATILE 
 JRBAN AREAS- | 

L2. TRADITIONAL FORNS OF DISPENSING MATERIAL BENEFITS ARE NO 
.ONGER ADEQUATE AND IN THE POORER SECTIONS. OF BEIRUT AND OTHER CITIES 
TRADITIONAL TIES ARE WEAKENING AS LEFTISTS GAIN INFLUENCE IN URBAN 
| , RREAS. IN 19739 LEBANON BEGAN TO WITNESS A WAVE OF POPULAR UNREST 
‘ SPURRED BY DRAMATIC INCREASES IN THE COST OF LIVING THAT OVERFLOWED 
THE BOUNDS OF TRADITIONAL POLITICAL AND RELIGIOUS DISTINCTIONS AND 
| | INTERESTS. IN ‘SHE DEPRESSED SOLTHs WHICH IS TNHABITED MOSTLY BY 
, SHIA MUSLINS. IMAN MUSA SADR MOUNTED AN UNPRECEDENTLY VOCIFEROUS 
: CAMPAIGN FOR GEEATER GOVERNMENT SPENDING ON ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AND 
“CALLED ON HIS CO-RELGIOMESTS TO TAKE UP ARBS 70 DEFEND THEIR RIGHTS. 

3. TRREIBAN'S APPEAR TO RESORT TO ARMS. WAS LARGELY RHETORIC, 

y 3UT IT ILLUSTRATES A THIRD PHENOMENON THAT HAS MADE BEBANON'S LATEST 
3 CRISIS MORE DANGEROUS -- THE INCREASED MILITARIZEMMON OF EEBANESE 
SOCIETY. ALTHOUGH PRIVATE ARMIES HAVE EXISTED IN LEBANON-#OEEREBNGH 


mood 


1 “OR HUNDRBSES OF MEARSs THE PRESENT HIGH DEGREE OF MELITARIZATION CAN 
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LG ; ‘BE LARGELY ATTRIGUTED TO THE GROWTH OF THE PALESTINIAN FEDAYEEN ee | 
| | 

| SENCE IN LEBAS®N FOLLUOING THE 1567 ARAB~ISRAELI WAR. INDEED. MUCH | 
{ 

OF THE BREAKDOUN IN LEBANON'S TFADITHMNEL SYSTEM CAN BE TRACED TO THE 
| 


GOVERNMENT'S INABILITY TO COPE @FFECTIVELY WETH THE SECURITY PROBLEM 


PRESENTED BY THE PREESENSE OF A LARGE NUMBER OF ARMED. UNDISCIPLINED. | 

: AND FRUSTRATED BEBAYECN ORGANIZATIONSCQOMBINED WITH THE PRESENCE OF 

| SOME 350,000 OTHER PALESTINIANS {SOME ARMED} =N AND WEAR LEBABNON'S 

LS REFUGEE CAMPS®. | ? 

7 : LY. THE INTRODUCTION OF AMMED FERAYEEN FACILITI®TATED TEE 

: ARMING OF NATIVE LESANESE LEFTISTSANDERYRRENIST GROUPS AND REIGGERED 

| THE EXRRBSION OF THE MILITZA OF THE CHRISTIAN PHAGANGES PARTY. WHICH 
| BECAME THE NUCLEUS OF ANTI-FEDAYEEN BR@BRES IN LEBANON. THE INCREAS- 
— EDARRERGGOBFPRRIVATE GROUPS, THE GOVERNMENT'S POLITICAL INABILITY 
oF) USE THE MULTI-CONFESS TONAL POORLY TRAINESG AND EQUIPPED ARAY TO | 

£ EJECT THE FEDAYZENs AND THE INAPEQUAMCY Of THC LEBANESE SECURTTY | 
q FORCE TO DEAL WITH CLASBESH BETUEEN WARRING GROUPS PRODUCED A SHARP | 

> DROP IN PUBLIC RESPECT FOR LAW AND BRDER AND HAS CONTRIBUTED TO THE | 

: ‘ WIDESPREAD SOCTAL MALATS WHICH NOW THREATENS THE TRADITIONAL SYSTEM. 
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a ~ Se A FINAL FACTOR THAT MAKES THE PRESENT CRISES POTENTIALLY _ 
| SO MUCH MORE DANGERTOUS THAN ANY IN THE PAST ZS THAY CONFESSIONAL 
AND OTHER ANIMOSETY BETOEEN THE VARIOUS GROUPS HAS REACHED SUCH A 
20INT THAT NEITHER THE GOVERNMENT NOR ANY OF THE TRAPBITIONAL LEADERS | 


| OF THE @ARIOUS COMMUNITIES CAN SUSTAIN CONTROL OF THE SITUATION. IN 
! cACH OF THE VIOLENT CONFRONTATIONS SMNCE LAST SPRING LEADENG TC THE 

! ORESENT CRISIS, IT HAS TAKEN ONLY A MINOR INCEDENT TO SPARK YIDE- | 
| SPREAD FIGHTING. MOREOVER. LEADERS LIKE KARANI HAVE BEEN RELUCTANT | 
| TO USE THE PREDOMINATELY CHRISTAAN OFFICERED ARMY TO QUELL THIS CIVIL 


| UNREST» OTHERS LIKE JUMBBATT HOPE TO USE FURMHER VIOLENCE TO WRING | 
| CONCESSHSSSOOSTOSFTABECHHRISTIAN POLITICAL LEADERSHIP. THUS. EVEN 
| THOSE LEADERS WHO HAVE SONE INTEREST IN RES@BEING CBRBM HAVE BEEN 
| WELLING TO TOLERATE VIOLENCE EZTHER TO PROTECT THEIR OWN POSITION OR | 

PO CAPITALIZE OW IT IN THE PURSUANCE OF THEIR POLITICAL OBJECTIVES. 


i 


4 CURRENT DEVELOPMENTS: THE CHRISTIAN VIEWPOINT: 
3 LEBANESE LEADERSHIP DISPLAYS SOME WILLINGNESS T@ NEGOTIATE: | i 
3 LEGANON'S PRINCIPAL CHRISTANN AND MUSLIN POLITICAL LEADERS HAVE | | 


L OVER THE BAST TUO WEEKS SHOWN SOME UILLINGNESS TO NEGOTIATE THEER 
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REFORMS. ON NOVEMBER 29 HE JOINED WITH KARAM IN APPEARING FOR AN 
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2 FRANUTYAHAAND KARAMI ARE THE COUNTRY'S LEADING CHRISTIAN AND MUSLIM | 
 & BBLEITICIANS. THEIR RECONCELIATICN CREATED HOPE AMONG MANY LEBANESE 
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“THAT THE FIGHTING COULD AT LEAS] TEMPRRARILY BE ENDED. ee | 


FRANJIYAH SO FAR HAS NOT MINTIONED ANY SPECIFIC 8EFORM THAT Hi 
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| #OULD SUPPORT. AND HIS TACTICS (UGGEST THAT HE IS NO” PREPARED TO 


| CHANGE THE ESSENTIALS OF CHRISTIAN POLICY. ABOVE ALi HE WILL INSIST 
THAT A CHRISTIAN RETAIN THE PRESIDENCY AND ‘THAT THE STRENGTH OF 


THE OFFICE NOT BE UNDERSUT BY A FORMAL TRANSFER OF POYERS TO THE 

PRIME MINISTER. FRANJIYAH MAY. HOWEVER. BE PEREPAREB TO: 
~~ACLLOW INFORMALLY GREATER PREROGATIVES TO THE ?RIME MINISTER. 

| ~~CAUALIZE CHRISITAL AND MLSLIM REPRESENTATION "8 PARLIAMENT AND 
| THE CIVIL SERVICE. 
“-ESTABLISH A JOINT CHRISTIAN-SUSLIM COMMAND OF THE LESANESE 

ARTY. 
_ OTHER CHRISTIAN LEADERS: 
| | LEADERS OF THE PHALANGES P&RTY. WHICH HAS THE LARGEST CHRISTIAN 
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TATORS ARE OPTEMISTIC THAT TRE “MALANGISTS WILL CONSSOER LIMITED | 
ECONCMIC AND POLITICAL REFORM. ! 

JUMAYYILS@UWILLINGNESS TO ENTER NEGOTIATIONS IS PROMPTED BY THE 
RESTRAINT SHOWN BY THE MAJOR FEDAYEEN GROUPS DURING THE FIGHTING IN 


LIMLT THEIR ASSISTANCE TO OR HELP CONTROL THE RADICAL LEBANESE GROOPS. 


| THE PHALANGISTS MAY MAKE CONBESSIONS TO LEBANON'S TRADITIONAL MUSLIN . 
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LEADERS. 

IF THE MAIN FEDAYEEN GROUPS REVERT TO OBSTRUCTIONIST POLTLEBS. 
HOWEVER, OR DEMAND THAT THE CHRNSTIANS NEGOTIATE wit OR MAKI ‘CHANGES 
THAT MOULD DIRECTLY BENEFIT THE LEBANESE FAR .EFT. THE PHALANGISTS | 


(y) WILL NO LONGER EARGAIN SERTOUSL’. 


THE PHALANGISTS. LIKE THE OTHER CHRISTIAN GROUPS. ARE PESSIMSS-_ | 


TIC THAT THE PALESTINIANS OR TRE MUSLIMS WILL TEMPER THEIR POLITICAL | 


DEMANDS TO ALLOW AGREEMENT ON FUNDAMENTAL ISSUES. PARTY LEADERS. 
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_-NEVERTHELESS. HAVE AN INTEREST IN KEECING NEG@TIATIONS ALIVES GAKES | 


| OF ANY KIND BUY TINE TO REARM AND ALLOW THE CHRISTIANS TO CONTEND | 
: THAT THEY ARE HEEDING THE ADVICE OF MEDIATORS WHO HAVE COUNSELED | | 
3 A CONCILIAKORY ATTITUDE. {NID DEC 84 15975} | 
CURRENT DEVELOPMENTS: THI MUSLIM VIEWPOMNT: 

| LEBANESE MUSLIM LEADERS PRESSED TO TAKE MORE RADICAL STAND: 

| LEBRNESE MJSLIM LEADERS HAVE NOT REDUCED THEIR DEMANDS IK ANY 

| WAY LIKELY TO ELICIT CHNCESSIONS FROM THE CHRISTIANS. IN FACT. THE 
| TRADITIONAL MUSLIM POLITICAANS--PRIME MINUSTIR KARAS AN TRIFOLE AND | 
| SAIB SALAM IN BEIRUT+-HAVE LOST CONSIDERABLE SUPPORT TO THE MUSLIM | 
: | FAR LEFT. AND ARE UNDER INCREASING PRESSURE To MORE TOUARD MORE ! 
RADICAL POSITIONS. 


| KARANL ACTS: | 
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| DESPITE HIS APPREHENSION KH@OT HIS ERODING POWER BASE. AND HIS | 
q INABILITY TO COMPROMISE BASIC MUSLIMB INTEREMSSS KARANT OVER THE PAST 
| 3 Fil WEEKS HAS GEEN TAKING STEPS TOWARD A POLETICAL SETTBLENENT. KE : 
= HAS ENDURED ATTACKS FROM SEVERAL @UARTERS AFTE SAYING THAT HE AIMS ONL 
| L ONLY TO REINTERPRET=-RATHER THAN AMEND=-<THE NATIONAL CONVENART. IN 
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_ADDIT@ONs HE HAS INDICATCD THAT HE WOULD ACCLPT CHANGES LESS SuEEPING 


THAN THOSE PRESENTED BY THE NATIONAL DIALOGUE COMMITTEE. 
KARANI IS PRESENTLY ATTENWWING TO ENLARGE HIS CABINET TO INCL USE 
| ALL MAJOR POLITICAL FACTIONS, A MOVE THAT WOULD EMRECTIVELY MOKE CON+ 


i 
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| SIDERATION OF POLITICAL REFORMS FROM THE DIALOGUE COMMITTEES. GHERE 
THE LEFTISTS ARE OVER~REPRESENTED. TO THE CABINET. ‘THE PRIME MINISTER 
HAS MUCH GREATER CONTROL OVER THE CABINET THAN OVER THE CONBITTEE + 

AND WOULD BE ABLE TO ENSURE THA? ANY MOVE TOHARD REFORM WAS EORKED 

OUT BEFOREHAND 3Y HIMSELF AND FRANJTYAH. 

LIBYAN PUPPETS | 


THE RELIGIOUS HEAD OF THE {UNNI MUSLIM COMMUNITY. SHEIKH dASSAN | 

| KHALBE. TS MUCH MORE INTRASIGEN’ THAN ANY MAJOR MUSLIM POLITICAL 

: LEADER. FRENCH MEDIATOR COUVE LE MURVILLE FOUND THAT. AMONG MAJOR 

MUSLIM LEADERS» ONLY KHALED INSISTED THAT THE MUSLIGS SECURE THE : 
| PRESIDENCY IN ANY POLITICAL SET*LEMENT OF THE LEBANESE CRISIY-! ! 


IMAN SUSA SADRA HEAD OF THE SHIA MUSLIMS. HAS PABYED a GENERALLY 
2 CONSTROCTIVE ROLE IN WORKING BALARD CIVIL PEACH. ALTHOUGH HE RECIEVED 


1 BONO HELP FROP LIBYA+ HE IS BACKED PRIMARELY BY THE “SAJOR FETEAYEEN 
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“GROUPS AND BY SYRIA. HIS MILITIA PBBYS ONLY 4 SMALL ROLE IN THE 


FIGHTING. 
JUMBLATT'S AMBITION: 

THE SPOKESMAN FOR LEBANCN*S LEFTIST GROUPS. DRUZE LEADER AMAL 
JUMBABTT, IS MUCH LESS FLEXIBLE THAN THE MUSLIM POLITICINNS. | FOR 
THE MONENT. AT LEASTs HE IS HOLDING TO A DEMAND THAT SOME ECONOMIC 
AND POLITICAL REFORMS BE ENACTED BEFORE HE J®3NS AN EXPANDED COVERN~ 
NENT UNDER KARAMI- | 

JUMBLATT HAS BEEN PUSHED TOUARD ACCEPTIOS A COMPROMISE £“ PAL- 
ESTINIAN LEADERS AND THE SYRIANS. FROM WHOM HIS MILITIA RECEEVES 


ARMS AND TRAINING. HE PRESUMABLY RECEIVED THE SAME SESSAGE FROM 


— CONSERVATIVE ARAB LEADERS DURING BBE RECENT TOUR OF GUEF STATUS, AND 


| FROM SOME MODERATE LESANES® GUSLINM POLITICIANS. 


| VIEWS FROM OUTSIDE: 


MANY FOREIGN GOVERNMENTS AD THE PLO ARE TRYING TO FACILLTATE 


A NEGOTIATED SETTEMENT IN LEBANON, FRANCE. ANB VATICAN. EGYPT. SADEB 
ARASTAs AND SEVERAL WESTERN GOVIIRNMENTS HAVE OREEP THE WARRING PART~ 
IES TO COMPRONISE. 
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THE SYRIANS, WHILE DEEPLY UNVOLVED Ia THl SITUATION, HAVE GEN- 
RALLY WORKED TOWARD ENDING THE FIGHTING. ISRHML. ANOTHER CONCERNED 
PARTY, SUPPORTS TAE CHRISTIAN CAUSE AGAINST THE MUSLIMS. BUT FOR 
THE NOST PART HAS PLAYED ONLY A PERIPHERAL ROLE IN THE DISPUTE OVER 
LEBANON'S SYSTE% OF GOVERNMENT. 

ONLY LIBYA MND IRAM ARE HEAVILY INVOLVED IN LEBANON'S DOMESTIC 


 PROBHEMS IN WAYS TAT PERPETUATE THE FIGHTING. 


SHOULD THE LEBANESE FAIL IN THEIR CURRENT EFFORTS TO FIND A 


| POLITICAL SOLUTION AND EXTENDED HEAVY FIGHTING RESUME. THE CHANCES 


| WILL INCREASE THAT FOREIGN. POWERS --ESPECIALLY SYRIA AND ISRAELS- 


WILL BE DRAWN INTO THE CONFLIET. THBSSs IN TURN« COULD SPARE 


WEDMER HOSITILITIES IN THE MIDDLE EAST. {NT95 9 DITEMNBER 1°75) 
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